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Preface

“Okinawa and Taiwan: Northeast Asian Security Perspectives” is an Okinawa-Taiwan
collaborative study project, funded by the 2012 grant from the Interchange Association, Japan.
The project aims to promote network building and mutual understanding on regional security
issues between Okinawa and Taiwan. As part of this effort, the Okinawa Peace Assistance
Center (OPAC) organized a joint study meeting in July and an open seminar in December, in
Naha, Okinawa. This report provides a summary of the meeting and the seminar.

Okinawa and Taiwan are located in close geographic proximity, and have strong
historical ties. Furthermore, both Okinawa and Taiwan have been and will be affected by the
power struggles among the major players in the region. Nevertheless, they view the regional
security posture differently. That is because Taiwan has no choice but to rely on the U.S.
military presence in the region for its security, while Okinawa demands the reduction of U.S.
military presence on its soil. Given these circumstances, it is highly significant that Okinawa
and Taiwan make efforts to facilitate mutual understanding on our surrounding security
environment, for confidence building. Today, the relations between Japan and China are
deteriorating due to the escalating territorial dispute over the Senkaku Islands and the growing
perception of a “China threat” among the Japanese public. Therefore, Okinawa and Taiwan are
caught in the middle of the power struggle and must continue to work together to avoid the
worst case scenario from happening. We would like “Okinawa and Taiwan: Northeast Asian
Security Perspectives” to be the first step of a new approach towards peace and stability in this
region.

This project would not have been possible without the support and cooperation of
many people. We would like to thank the Naha Branch of the Taipei Economic and Cultural
Representative Office in Japan, and the Regional Security Policy Division of the Okinawa
Prefectural Government for providing us with a valuable opportunity to share thoughts. We
would also like to thank Dr. Takashi Kawakami for participating as an advisor on the project.

Reiji Fumoto,
Director, NPO Okinawa Peace Assistance Center

Okinawa Peace Assistance Center (OPAC)

Okinawa Peace Assistance Center (OPAC) is a nonprofit organization
established in 2002 in order to make Okinawa's conftribution to peace and
prosperity of the Asia-Pacific region. Based in Naha, Okinawa, our activities
range from regional security studies, peace building, human resource
development, and intellectual exchange in the field of international
cooperation.




H &

2B S T B B e,

() HEET o7 BIEAE R~ B8 OB D~
JEEME BILRZF BB o

Q) THRT7VTICBITLKET LY A~z 2R D EA ~ |
s (P REESIBOARFLRREN 2 — FERKE) .

(3) =AYb I EFETE (FRIERFHEINFEIICT 2Bd%)
o #x
Lo ARG EL . e,
2. BRI B e,
(1) THACAREmE RE S BIBEIRE)  JAEMEI L GRIIKRY  BiFREdR) .
(2) THEARHRSE PR — AR ) A
g (g REEN EIE KL BTN L FIHETR) e
(3) FFam N EEE L ARG B%)
Il  English
1. Joint Study Meeting SUMMATY................ccoriueerieeiieeieeeeeeeee e,

2. Open Seminar Summary

12

13

16

16
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Joint Study Meeting
July 5, 2012

Summary

o<U.S. Military Presence in Okinawa> The U.S. military has been present on Okinawa for the
last 67 years. 40 years have passed since Okinawa's reversion to Japan, but the largest portion
of U.S. Forces in Japan still remains in Okinawa even today; most of them are Marines.
Okinawa has been demanding both the U.S. and Japanese governments to reduce the burden
on Okinawa, claiming that the daily life of the local residents is heavily affected and threatened
by the presence of foreign forces. However, both governments have failed to set out plans
acceptable to Okinawa, and as a result, there is an increasing ill feeling among the people in
Okinawa towards both governments. Meanwhile, Okinawa’s position in the regional security
environment is changing. As the scope of China’s military activity expands, the area
surrounding Okinawa is becoming a front-line where the U.S.-Japan alliance and China stand

face to face. How does Taiwan view the U.S. military presence in Okinawa?

Especially given the close proximity between Taiwan and Okinawa, a large U.S. military
presence in Okinawa favors Taiwan because that enables Taiwan to confidently engage with China.
Interchange between Taiwan and China has been rapidly increasing since President Ma took office.
However, this does not mean that the deterrent value of the U.S. military presence in the region has
declined; instead, it is an important factor in establishing good relations between Taiwan and China.

The U.S Marine Corps (USMC) on Okinawa certainly has a deterrent function. Okinawa is
located in the center of the region, and the forward-deployed USMC presence on Okinawa has
strategic and political value. Nevertheless, it is highly unlikely that the U.S. response to a Taiwan
crisis would involve the USMC which is principally a ground fighting force. For the United States,
engaging in a ground battle with the Chinese People’s Liberation Army (PLA) is not an option.
However, the important thing is not how the USMC would be used, but how other states perceive the
USMC’s potential capability. In other words, everyone in this region has to think about the end result
of creating a situation in which the involvement of the USMC on Okinawa becomes inevitable. In
addition, all support facilities and equipment are already in Okinawa, and this would make a great
contribution to the USMC for an effective launch of humanitarian assistance and disaster relief
operations. Realistically speaking, there is no other place like Okinawa.

It is also true that an advance in China’s military technology is affecting Okinawa’s
strategic position. China’s short range missiles with a range of 1,000 km can reach Okinawa, and it is

not wise for the United States to station its forces too close to the “threat.” Furthermore, if China



succeeds in developing advanced missiles which could neutralize the U.S. forces in Okinawa and
mainland Japan, it would definitely have a great impact on the U.S. forward deployment strategy. As
a matter of fact, the United States has decided to relocate some of the Marines in Okinawa to Guam,
and has started a military build-up in Hawaii and Guam. USMC rotational deployment to Australia
also began this year.

As long as China has a good reason to start a war in this region, it is unlikely that the
United States would reach to the decision to withdraw all of its forces from Okinawa. Of course,
Taiwan is making the utmost effort to minimize the tension with China, so that we will not give
China a political reason to resort to military means. Meanwhile, the area surrounding Okinawa is a
U.S. sphere of influence, and it is highly unlikely that the United States would let go of it entirely. If
you want to find another solution to U.S. military base issues in Okinawa, you must understand both

Chinese and U.S. long term strategies and consider what options are left in between.

o <China-U.S. Relations> 1In the fall of 2011, the United States announced its pivot towards
Asia, rebalancing its resources from the Middle East towards Asia-Pacific. Behind the shift,
there is a concern over China’s growing influence in the region. There is also a concern over
closer ties between Taiwan and China through their increasing economic exchange. What is

Taiwan’s view on this?

China says that the PLA's capability is not as advanced as that of the U.S. forces. China
also claims that it is not competing against the United States even in the Asia-Pacific region.
However, why then does China adopt the strategy of anti-access and area denial (A2/AD)? Arguably
the one responsible for the problem could be the United States rather than China. The United States
wants to maintain a regional posture in which it can check and balance China, or to remain in a
position to be able to neutralize China’s potential in the region.

For the United States, the goal is to maintain the status quo, and for that reason, the U.S.
forces are still in Europe even though the Cold War ended more than 20 years ago. If you look at
Asia-Pacific, there is a great power with an uncertain military future, and you have unresolved issues
of the Taiwan-China relations and the Korean Peninsula.

Indeed the U.S. pivot to Asia focuses on China, but we have to keep in mind that it is not
“containment” of China. The United States says it is rather a policy of outreach: outreaching to
China, together with the U.S. allies and friends in the region. So, the United States is intensifying its
engagement with China, while at the same time enhancing its military capability in the region.
Recently, there have been a lot of military exchanges and exchange visits of high ranking officials
between the United States and China. This is very different from the containment strategy during the

Cold War. The United States claims that it welcomes a strong and prosperous China. Behind these



words, there is a U.S. expectation for China to play a constructive role in the world. However, that is
within the context of the world or regional order established by the United States after the Second
World War; and the underlying premise here is that China does not challenge the “status quo.”

Economic and cultural exchanges between Taiwan and China are increasing; but it is still
extremely difficult to achieve a common ground for confidence building between the two militaries.
China is not ready to talk about political matters; even at events such as the academic exchange, the
atmosphere does not allow anyone to refer to Taiwan’s “sovereignty” issue. The exchange between
Taiwan and China is based on the premise of the “1992 Consensus” or “One China” policy, and it
cannot go beyond. The United States welcomes Taiwan-China economic and cultural exchange so as
to contribute to stability in the Taiwan Strait. Nonetheless, political and military exchange would be
a different story since that could lead to a fundamental change of the status quo in the relations
between Taiwan and China.

The primary reason for Taiwan to engage with China is economic gain; it is the same for
other countries. Taiwan can use China’s market for its own good and ease the tension at the same
time, and it would also help to improve Taiwan’s position in the world. Today, no country can
achieve an international position without China’s consent. Subsequently, President Ma proclaimed a
“three no's” policy — no unification, no independence and no use of force, and has promoted
engagement with China. China thinks that Taiwan will be integrated into China voluntarily as the
cross strait exchange is deepened, but Taiwan on the other hand believes that China will be
democratized eventually. Taiwan can influence China politically and culturally, and Taiwan’s
influence on China is bigger than that of other countries. That is to say, there is no reason for the

countries in the region to worry about closer relations between Taiwan and China.

o <China-Japan Relations™> There are growing concerns over military tension between
Japan and China, especially in the areas surrounding Okinawa: China’s increasing naval
activities, territorial dispute in the East China Sea, rising “China threat theory” in Japan, and
Japan’s defense focus shifting towards its southwest. All these issues have a direct impact on
Okinawa. Meanwhile, Taiwan is also a party involved in the East China Sea dispute. What is
Taiwan’s perspective on current China-Japan relations including the territorial dispute over

the Senkaku Islands?

Regarding China’s military expansion, it is important to keep in mind that the PLA itself
is an interest group. Every military has an ambition to expand its organizational interests. In addition,
China is now the second largest economic power in the world, and it rightfully seeks military power
capable enough to defend its national interests. In a word, China’s military growth is a corollary of

its expanding economic strength. Moreover, the PLA has “legitimate” reasons to expand its



capability such as the Taiwan issue and territorial disputes. Furthermore, the PLA enjoys its political
position which enables it to expand its budget more easily compared to other armed forces of
democratic countries, mainly because of China’s weak check-and-balance system.

In the current China-Japan relations, the issue that everyone is concerned with is the
territorial dispute over the Senkaku Islands. Taiwan also has territorial claims over the Senkaku
Islands, but takes a different approach from China and Japan. In order to resolve the issue, every
party concerned needs to compromise at some point. There are many territorial disputes in the world,
including the dispute over the northern territories between Japan and Russia and the dispute over
Takeshima between South Korea and Japan. These disputes have not been resolved yet because no
one is willing to compromise. Both China and Japan need to understand that the zero-sum thinking is
leading them nowhere. Nationalization of the islands is definitely not the solution. We should find a
point of compromise, shelve the sovereignty issue, and try to find a way for joint exploitation and

development of the natural resources.

o < Conclusion>

Many countries in the region perceive that the U.S. military presence in Okinawa
contributes to stability in the Asia-Pacific region. Okinawa’s burden of hosting the bulk of U.S.
military presence has been considered within the framework of Japan’s national security, but it might
be time for us to start thinking about it in the context of the Asia-Pacific region as a whole. With that
regard, both Okinawa and Taiwan are destined to carry the burden of power struggles among the
military powers in the region. The current structure of international politics inevitably imposes the
burden on someone’s shoulders, and that someone in this region means areas like Okinawa and
Taiwan. The situation we face in which we have to shoulder the strained relations among the powers
is most likely to continue. For Taiwan, it is the burden of not being recognized as a sovereign state;
and for Okinawa on the other hand, it is the burden of continuing foreign military presence on its
soil; which is why we have to find a pragmatic approach. It means that we must make the utmost
effort to gain practical benefits under these circumstances. In fact, although Taiwan understands that
it is still difficult to obtain the status of a sovereign state, it has been trying to get the best out of the
cross strait exchange to benefit itself as much as possible, and focusing its efforts on gaining as
many practical benefits as possible from every actor in the region at the same time. The same logic

could be applied to Okinawa.
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“Taiwan’s Perspective on Northeast Asian Strategic Posture”
Dr. Chih-wei Chou

Tamkang University, Taiwan

<Presentation Summary>

With regard to the current Northeast Asian strategic posture, four issues deserve
attention from the various parties concerned. The first one is nuclear proliferation in the region
and its repercussions. The second issue is the growing influence of the People’s Republic of
China. The third one is the U.S. pivot to Asia. The last issue is the territorial disputes in the
region.

The new North Korean leadership has successfully tested its [CBM delivery capability
in late 2012 and thus became a new member of the nuclear club. This nuclear membership may
provide the North Korean government more leverage in terms of its foreign policy options. Also,
such a development may be interpreted as a failure on the part of the international community in
trying to prevent nuclear proliferation in Northeast Asia. Therefore, new rounds of negotiations
among relevant parties may be proposed, to cope with the situation. Meanwhile, certain U.N.
sanctions and other more forceful alternatives may also be employed to confront the North
Korean nuclear program.

Judging from the political aspiration and performance of the young leadership in North
Korea, there are three possible scenarios for the nuclear state to play out. First, North Korea
may become a tougher state with its nuclear capability. Brinkmanship may dominate regional
diplomacy and tension will be the prevailing theme. Second, North Korea may adopt an
opening-up policy to engage with the international community in general and with its
neighbouring countries in particular. Economic reform programs may be introduced in North
Korea and limited contacts and exchanges with the outside world may be permitted. The third
scenario, which is unlikely but not impossible, is that North Korea might become a failed state.
Consequently, instability on the Korean peninsula would draw attention from all major players,
and new political equilibrium and balance of power in the region will be re-defined.

These scenarios provide the world community with four aspects in dealing with North
Korea: nuclear proliferation, bilateral cooperation between the U.S. and the South Korean new
leadership, North Korean factor in China-U.S. relations, and the prioritization of North Korean

issues on the U.S. foreign policy agenda.



While a nuclear-armed North Korea is certainly a serious issue for Japan, China’s
rising power is perhaps an even bigger challenge. To deter a nuclear North Korea and to offset
China’s growing power, Japan may seek to ascertain Washington’s commitment to its security
and thus help maintain the balance of power in the region. To prevent further cooperation
between Taiwan and China, the Japanese government invited its Taiwanese counterpart to
resume preliminary talks on fishery-related issues in late November 2012. Although such talks
may not directly address the issue of territorial dispute over the Senkaku/Diaoyutai Islands
directly, it is an important step for both parties to shelve their difference while sharing natural
resources in the region.

With regard to the rise of China, two theoretical approaches can be used to
contemplate its implications. The first one is the theory of hegemonic stability, which implies
Washington’s responsibility with regard to world peace and stability. Nevertheless, China’s
influence has been growing in the past decades. China is perceived by some states as an
assertive expansionist and it will eventually be a challenge to the current hegemony, which
corresponds to the power transition theory. The possibility of a clash between the rising
challenger and the current dominant power cannot be ruled out, as history shows a few
precedents in this regard. Moreover, China itself is going through a power transition now, but
whether it will become more nationalistic requires further studies.

To cope with the rise of China, the U.S. has announced its strategic shift back to Asia.
The U.S. has intensified its bilateral as well as multilateral diplomatic efforts in the Asia-Pacific
region. In terms of military posture, the U.S. has begun to rebalance its resources more to this
region. For the U.S., there are four strategic aspects in its pivot to Asia: military involvement in
the region, strategic re-assurance to Japan, strategic deterrence against China, and enhanced
economic interdependence with the region, through such as the proposed Trans-Pacific
Partnership (TPP) negotiations.

Under the circumstances, the territorial dispute over the Senkaku/Diaoyutai Islands
among Japan, China, and Taiwan may serve as a catalyst to destabilize current strategic settings
in Asia-Pacific. This Japanese government nationalized the Senkaku/Diaoyutai Islands in
September 2012. To what extent might such a decision serve Japan’s national interest? To what
degree might Japan’s action offer China an opportunity to advance its interests in the disputed
area? To negate the nationalization of the disputed islands, China on the one hand urges Japan to
acknowledge the existence of a territorial dispute, yet China has intensified its patrolling over

the disputed area. Moreover, China’s power projection capability has been increasing on top of



the new deployments of fighter jets to the Fujian province, from where they can reach the
disputed islands in 12 minutes.

The U.S. is probably more sympathetic with Japan since it has reiterated that the
disputed islands are covered by the U.S.-Japan security treaty. Nonetheless, the U.S. continues
to maintain its neutrality with regard to the final sovereign status of the disputed islands, while
insisting the issue is to be solved peacefully. It has been suggested that those islands in Japan’s
hands would serve the U.S. interests better. As far as the Chinese-Japanese wrestling over the
disputed islands is concerned, China will continue to challenge the status quo and Japan will try
to find a way to resist the Chinese pressure.

To help ameliorate the tension surrounding the disputed islands, Taiwan proposed in
August 2012 the “East China Sea Peace Initiative.” The initiative calls upon all parties
concerned to refrain from aggression, to shelve the sovereignty issue, to maintain dialogue, to
observe international law, and to resolve dispute through peaceful means. Additionally, Taiwan
suggests that all sides should hammer out a code of conduct in the East China Sea and establish
a mechanism for cooperation on exploring resources in the area.

In conclusion, nuclear proliferation on the Korean peninsula and the territorial disputes
in the East China Sea are two critical issues in the Asia-Pacific region, especially given that a
confrontational setting between the U.S. and China is about to emerge. It is suggested that both
track I and track II dialogues among all parties concerned should be used to preserve peace and

stability in the Asia-Pacific region.
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“The U.S. Forces in East Asia: A Cornerstone for Regional Security”
Tiehlin Yen
Deputy Executive Director, MCSS, IIR, National Chengchi University

<Presentation Summary>

Children are our hope and our future. We all want our children to grow up in a peaceful
and secure environment. Providing that environment is the business I was in for 30 years.

In short, the military is the business of preparing for the worst case in order to maintain
peace. But for this peace, we have to pay a price. Military spending claims a lot of money from
the National Treasury. Nevertheless, the military is a necessary business which cannot simply be
ignored.

There are a lot of similarities between Japan and Taiwan in terms of security issues. We
are living right next to a big elephant, China. We don’t know whether this elephant will fall on
us, or accidentally step on us. We are dealing with the uncertain future of China, and we need to
prepare for all possible outcomes. Besides the China factor, Taiwan and Japan are both keeping
a sharp eye on developments in North Korea, and sharing information. Japan, Okinawa, and
Taiwan are located in the strategically significant first island chain, and we all regard the United
States as a regional security provider.

For Taiwan, the linchpin to the relation with the United States is the Taiwan Relations
Act (TRA) passed by the U.S. Congress in 1979. The TRA states that Taiwan’s security is a
matter of grave concern to the United States, and that the United States will provide Taiwan
with arms and services to maintain sufficient self-defense ability, albeit falling short of official
diplomatic recognition. On the other hand, U.S.-Japan security relations are based on the
bilateral Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and Security of 1960, and the treaty has been the basis of
Japan’s defense and foreign policy for over half a century. Both Taiwan and Japan engage in
frequent military exchange with the United States. Economically, both Taiwan and Japan have
close ties with the “big elephant,” China, and the same goes for the United States.

However, there are also dissimilarities between Taiwan and Japan: legal binding of the
United States for our defense, U.S. military presence, opportunity for joint military exercises
with U.S. forces, and regular diplomatic exchange.

Because of the mutual defense treaty between the United States and Japan, the United

States officially assumes a strong responsibility for Japan’s defense. Although I believe that the



U.S. military would come to Taiwan’s assistance in case of a conflict in the Taiwan Strait,
Taiwan does not possess an official guarantee from the United States.

There is a strong U.S. military presence in Okinawa and some in other parts of Japan,
but not in Taiwan. I realize that the contribution Okinawa makes to the regional security
environment poses a big burden on the people here, and thereby that issues concerning the U.S.
military bases are very controversial and sensitive. To be honest, I believe that the U.S. military
presence in the region, particularly on the first island chain like Okinawa, was a major factor in
enabling Taiwan to survive such a long time. Therefore, I need to say that I must pay my
respects to the people of Okinawa for hosting so many foreign troops on the island, despite the
costs involved. It might be a surprise to you, but most people in Taiwan would actually welcome
the U.S. military presence, because it is a matter of survival for Taiwan.

Now, let’s take a look at a few more differences. Military joint exercises are carried
out between Japan and the United States, but that is not the case for Taiwan. Japan’s Self
Defense Forces have frequently conducted joint and combined exercises with the U.S. forces to
enhance their ability to operate together, but Taiwan’s military does not have that opportunity.
Furthermore, Japan enjoys a regular exchange of high ranking officials with their U.S.
counterparts, such as the U.S.-Japan Security Consultative Committee (2 plus 2), but our
defense minister on the other hand is not allowed to visit Washington D.C.

When you look at our similarities and differences in the security realm, it is clear that
we share a common key player in our defense and foreign policies, the United States. The
United States is rebalancing its policy focus towards Asia, and this rebalancing strategy can be
interpreted as a demonstration of its intention to keep a strong presence in the region. The
United States is reassuring its friends and allies that it is not leaving the region. From a military
perspective, the rebalancing strategy of the United States is not as hostile towards China as it
has often been said. It is rather a strategy of engagement. One of the objectives in this new
strategy is to shape the security environment in peacetime. Engagement could be achieved by
bilateral/multilateral joint military exercises or disaster assistance cooperation with surrounding
countries in the region, including China. It aims to incorporate an adequate mechanism for crisis
management on regional disputes as well as natural disasters.

Meanwhile, the financial difficulties the United States faces today will also have an
impact on military affairs. Cuts in defense spending will lead to a reduction in troop size. By the
year 2020, the number of U.S. military personnel will decrease by 100,000. However, the U.S.
force level will not see any reduction in the Asia-Pacific region, instead, it will eventually

increase.



For Taiwan, there is a clear and present threat from China’s People’s Liberation Army
(PLA). Although there has been increasing economic and cultural exchange between both sides
of the Taiwan Strait during the last 4 years, military tension remains. The PLA has deployed
more than 1,000 ballistic missiles in the proximity of Taiwan. After I retired from the Navy, I
have had many opportunities to discuss the cross strait security issues with scholars of mainland
China. Whenever I suggest that China should withdraw all those missiles to show goodwill, they
react with anger. There must be a good reason behind their obstinacy. At present, discussion on
military issues is not possible with mainland China. In the future, if a cross-strait contingency
should occur, the PLA would be determined to gain control over Taiwan as quickly as possible.
The PLA would initiate rapid and decisive military operations with long range precision strikes,
launch amphibious offensive supported by air assault, and conduct anti-access and area denial
(A2/AD) operations. It would give no time for foreign forces like the U.S. Seventh Fleet to
come to Taiwan’s aid. Therefore, we must prevent any conflicts by means of maintaining
resolute defense and credible deterrence.

How is Taiwan trying to achieve this? Taiwan’s defense policy is based on three pillars:
layered defense, international cooperation, and cross-strait dialogue. Layered defense is to deny
PLA offensives by minimizing damages and conducting defensive counterstrikes. Taiwan also
pursues enhancing international cooperation to prevent a potential conflict from escalating into
an armed confrontation. Regarding these two pillars, you have to keep reminding yourselves
that Taiwan possesses a unique status in the international arena. Taiwan fulfills all the
requirements of a sovereign state, but it is not recognized as such. Therefore, Taiwan’s military
does not have much engagement opportunities with foreign militaries. However, we are trying
to make the most of opportunities to become engaged with foreign forces for the purpose of
presenting our position to the world and proving our defensive capabilities for deterrence. In
this way, other countries can also help convey the message to mainland China that it is not in
anyone’s interest to conduct offensive acts against Taiwan.

When it comes to relations with mainland China, Taiwan is committed to cross-strait
dialogue and confidence building measures, to avoid misunderstanding and an accidental clash
between both sides. Mainland China is certainly a threat to survival for Taiwan, but at the same
time it is an opportunity.

Therefore, the short term strategic goal for Taiwan is to maintain the status quo; hence,
the long term goal is to help democratize China. In order to achieve these goals, Taiwan
established its defense strategy, and President Ma proclaimed to adhere to the three principles:

no independence, no unification, and no use of force.



Personally speaking, there are a lot of fields in which Taiwan and Japan can work
together for peace and stability of the region. A good example is President Ma’s “East China Sea
Peace Initiative.” I think that Okinawa Prefecture could play a very important role in the process,
too. Taiwan and Japan should seize the opportunity to set a good example for the region to solve
territorial disputes peacefully. Additionally, while there are not many military to military
relations between Taiwan and Japan at present, there should be a possibility to enhance the
relationship between Japan’s Self-Defense Forces and Taiwan’s military; student exchanges of
military academies would be a good start. Functional cooperation on humanitarian assistance
and disaster relief (HADR) would be an urgent necessity. These efforts would certainly help our
mutual understanding and contribute to a form of confidence building measures.

To conclude my presentation, I would like to mention a serious issue regarding
Taiwan-Okinawa relations. However unlikely, military is the business to prepare for the worst,
with available resources, as I mentioned earlier. Should an armed confrontation occur in the
Taiwan Strait, the PLA would strike Taiwan’s airstrips and harbors, both military and civilian.
That means that our fighters and warships scrambling the area would have nowhere to go back
to refuel, get supplies, or seek medical treatment for personnel; Okinawa is our closest neighbor
whom we might turn to. I understand that this would impose a serious political question to
Okinawa and Japan, and Taiwan is working really hard to avoid the situation. In the meantime,
the scenario highlights the closeness of Okinawa and Taiwan and how our future decisions and

actions affect one another.
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Comment
Dr. Takashi Kawakami
Professor, Institute of World Studies, Takushoku University, Tokyo

<Comment Summary>

It was a great opportunity for us all here to share Taiwan’s perspectives on Northeast

Asian security issues. It was also significant to have such an event in Okinawa, where the power
struggle among the regional security players has been the most evident. If you look at a map,
you can see that Taiwan, Okinawa, and the islands of Japan are all located in the “first island
chain” in China’s strategic concept. In a way, through the presentations of Dr. Chou and Captain
Yen, it became clear that Japan, Okinawa, and Taiwan are bound together by a common destiny.

Today, Dr. Chou spoke from the soft power perspective, while Captain Yen focused on
the hard power aspect. To maintain peace, both soft and hard power are essential; neither one of
them can stand alone. Both speakers today commented on an important point regarding regional
security issues: how to deal with China. While we should not neglect our military efforts, we
also have to pursue a diplomatic engagement with China through effective utilization of both
soft power and hard power, as Dr. Chou and Captain Yen pointed out. We need to continue
encouraging China to become a responsible stakeholder that abides by international law.

Another important point discussed today is the unsettling situation in the Korean
Peninsula. For regional security, the North Korea problem is a matter of urgency. The future of
the Korean peninsula depends on how well all the players in the region, including the United
States, work alongside each other in handling the issue.

Through today’s presentations, it also became clear that Japan should learn from
Taiwan’s approach for regional peace. For example, it is important to establish a code of
conduct among Taiwan, Japan, and China, over the disputed Senkaku Islands, as Taiwanese
President Ma proposed in the “East China Sea Peace Initiative.” Another lesson for Japan is the
value of diplomacy. Although military capability is certainly also a crucial element, diplomatic
ability will be increasingly important for Japan in the coming years. What is needed for a state
today in the East Asian security environment is the ability to use both military and diplomatic
capabilities effectively.

In conclusion, I would like to emphasize the point made by the speakers today that

Taiwan and Japan should work together and take the initiative in solving the East China Sea



dispute peacefully. It was argued today that the recent nationalization of Senkaku by the
Japanese government would rather favor China, and I believe this to be a sharp insight as China
could use territorial disputes strategically. For instance, China could use the Senkaku issue to
cut off relations between Taiwan and Japan. China could also use the territorial dispute over
Takeshima between South Korea and Japan to deteriorate their bilateral relations, or even the
relationship between South Korea and the United States. Japan should not be swayed by these
attempts by China. For the sake of peace in Northeast Asia, Japan and Taiwan must continue to

make utmost efforts to find peaceful solutions to the regional security issues.
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